INTRODUCTION                             '        3
to explain their action.   Their value has been demonstrated
by experience*
So-called * specific * remedies are not numerous, and in several
instances their mode of'action has not yet been determined,, _
It is to be observed that in the case of horses and of ' food
animals' treatment is limited by economic considerations. If
a horse cannot be rendered useful for work, the owner seldom
desires that its life should be prolonged. In cattle a long
course of treatment is seldom desirable, as loss of physical con-
dition results, and, unless there be a reasonable prospect of
recovery, it is advisable to dispose of the animal to the abattoir in
the early stages of the case, provided that there exist no diseased
condition such as would render the flesh unfit for human con-
sumption.
In the dog, considerations of sentiment largely enter into the
question of treatment, and, provided humanitarian considerations
permit, a prolonged course of treatment may be undertaken.
In each of the domestic animals there occur certain specific
diseases which are communicable to man; in such instances
destruction, 'and not treatment, of the affected animals may
have to be adopted. In certain highly infectious epizootic
diseases, immediate destruction of the affected animals and
their contacts proves the most economic policy. This pro-
cedure is indicated in dealing with foot and mouth disease, which,
although amenable to treatment, spreads with such rapidity and
interferes to such an extent with the cattle trade of a country,
that, on grounds of economy, treatment is not desirable.